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Shaving with a 
Straight Razor 

Tutorial



The very first and most important item, is to 
go to  https://test-takers.psiexams.com 
and download a current copy of the 
Test Takers Guide.
 
The Test Taker Guide for your State will 
contain all information you will need 
throughout your testing journey, from 
entering your initial testing application to 
receiving your license.

National Test Taker Guide

https://test-takers.psiexams.com/
https://test-takers.psiexams.com/
https://test-takers.psiexams.com/


National Test Taker Guide
NATIONAL TEST TAKER GUIDE WILL ALSO GIVE YOU AN INSITE TO THE REQUIREMENTS TO TEST AND THE INFECTION CONTROL AND 
SAFETY CRITERIA USED TO EVALUATE IN THE TEST. IT WILL ALSO EXPLAIN ANY OF THE STATE SPECIFIC TESTING RULES SUCH AS 
ATTIRE TO BE WORN, ETC.



PSI National Practical 
Examination Tutorial

There are two versions of the PSI National Barbers Examination that States utilize for licensure in 
Barbering.

Both versions of the Barber exam evaluates Shaving and use the same criteria.
            *please refer to your State Test Takers Guide to confirm which version of the Barber Exam will be used.

THE BARBERS EXAMINATION 



Straight Razor 
Shaving

Any brand of straight razor may be used; 
however, the razor must have an actual 
shaving edge, and it must be a straight razor.

(PSI will grade off for a safety razor)



Shaving With 
A Straight 
Razor
Any brand or type of shave cream 
may be used.

PSI allows aerosol shave creams in 
the examination; no other aerosols 
may be used.



Topic Area: 3

Straight Razor Shaving

INSTRUCTIONS:  This evaluation is Straight Razor Shaving. 5 minutes will be provided to set up your 
workstation and prepare your client for straight razor shaving strokes. You are required to steam the 
face with a towel and lather the face for a shave. The proctor will announce when there are 2 minutes 
left to finish. When you complete your tasks, please stand quietly. You may start; timing begins now. 



The Evaluation
We set up the shaving tools and 
supplies and prepare the manikin for 
a shave.

In this timing we will observe a skin 
analysis, proper application and 
removal of a steam towel and lather 
the entire face one time. 
(steam and lather in that order one 
time)

Sanitize hands and step back with 
the lather remaining on the face. 
Stand quietly.

EVALUATION:
3.1 Prepares straight-razor shave workstation 
3.2 Adheres to workplace infection control precautions 
3.3 Adheres to workplace safety precautions 
3.4 Prepares client for a straight-razor shave 
3.5 Adheres to workplace infection control precautions 
3.6 Adheres to workplace safety precautions 



Topic Area: 3

Straight Razor Shaving

INSTRUCTIONS:  This evaluation is straight razor shaving and requires the use of a straight razor 
with an actual shaving edge. The Evaluator will approach you and direct you individually to 
demonstrate each of the four shaving strokes. Once the instruction is given, step forward and 
demonstrate each stroke as instructed, you will then be asked to stand back until further instruction 
is given. When the evaluator is finished with your independent evaluation, please stand quietly as 
instructed. 

Please stand quietly and wait for the evaluator.



The Evaluation

The Evaluator will carefully observe and 
assess each test taker individually by 
monitoring their shaving strokes.

Upon approaching a test taker, the 
Evaluator will provide instructions for the 
test taker to follow. Please do as the 
Evaluator asks, do nothing outside the 
instruction.

Remain silent and avoid watching other 
test candidates while waiting for the 
evaluator, as this could lead to confusion 
and negatively impact your performance.

ONE-ON-ONE EVALUATION METHODS



The Evaluation

The test taker will step forward, sanitize their hands, pick up 
and safely open the razor. Stretch the skin and perform ONE 
freehand stroke in an appropriate area, safely close the razor, 
holding it in their hand, step back.

Wait quietly for the next instructions.

INSTRUCTION:

DEMONSTRATE ONE FREEHAND STROKE, 
BEGIN NOW.

EVALUATION: 

3.7 Demonstrates freehand stroke 
3.8 Adheres to workplace infection control precautions 
3.9 Adheres to workplace safety precautions 



The Evaluation

The test taker will step forward and safely open the razor, 
stretch the skin and perform ONE reverse freehand stroke in 
an appropriate area, safely close the razor, holding it in their 
hand, step back.
Wait quietly for the next instructions.

INSTRUCTION:

DEMONSTRATE ONE REVERSE FREEHAND 
STROKE, BEGIN NOW.

EVALUATION: 

3.7 Demonstrates reverse freehand stroke 
3.8 Adheres to workplace infection control precautions 
3.9 Adheres to workplace safety precautions 



The Evaluation

The test taker will step forward and safely open the razor, 
stretch the skin and perform ONE backhand stroke in an 
appropriate area, safely close the razor, holding it in their 
hand, step back.

Wait quietly for the next instructions.

INSTRUCTION:

DEMONSTRATE ONE BACKHAND STROKE, 
BEGIN NOW.

EVALUATION: 

3.7 Demonstrates backhand stroke 
3.8 Adheres to workplace infection control precautions 
3.9 Adheres to workplace safety precautions 



The Evaluation

The test taker will step forward and safely open the razor, 
stretch the skin and perform ONE reverse backhand stroke in 
an appropriate area, safely close the razor and set it on the 
workstation and step back.

The test taker has completed this portion of the exam and will
wait quietly for the next instructions.

INSTRUCTION:

DEMONSTRATE ONE REVERSE BACKHAND 
STROKE, BEGIN NOW.

EVALUATION: 

3.7 Demonstrates reverse backhand stroke 
3.8 Adheres to workplace infection control precautions 
3.9 Adheres to workplace safety precautions 



Topic Area: 3

Straight Razor Shaving

INSTRUCTIONS:  

We will now complete the shaving with a straight razor topic area. 5 minutes will be provided to clean 
off your shaving workstation. The proctor will announce when there are 2 minutes left to finish. When 
you complete your task, please stand quietly. You may start; timing begins now.



The Evaluation
The test taker will clean-up their 
shaving supplies and equipment and 
discard them into the appropriate 
disposal container. (single-use or 
multi-use) 

Sanitize hands, step back and wait 
for further instructions.

EVALUATION:

3.19 Cleans up straight-razor shave workstation 
3.20 Adheres to workplace infection control precautions 
3.21 Adheres to workplace safety precautions 



Straight Razor Shaving

When draping the manikin, no specific shaving drape or towel structure is required.  

Only steam and lather in the client preparation section. No other lather is needed or required.

Shaving strokes are evaluated individually, stand quietly and wait your turn. Once a shave 
instruction is read, only demonstrate ONE stroke and step back.

Make sure your razor is always closed and secure when not in use. If a cut is sustained and 
blood present, use your First Aid kit to perform a blood exposure procedure and contain the cut.

IMPORTANT REMINDERS 



Thank you 
for listening.

March 22, 2024

PSIEXAMS.COMLearn more at
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